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Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
Groups Coordination Secretary for two years between 1998-2000.

Atty. Nahit Eren

Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
Diyarbakır Bar Association, and served as the vice president of Diyarbakır Bar Association during the 
presidency of Tahir Elçi betweeen 2012-2014. He was a board member between 2016-2018. He has been the 
President of Diyarbakir Bar Association since April 11, 2021 and is still a member of the advisory board at 
Tahir Elçi Human Rights Foundation.

Dr. Ozan Devrim Yay

Ozan Devrim Yay carries out his activities in Eskişehir, Life Memory Freedom Association and Eskişehir School 
Solidarity and Research Association. He was working as a lecturer at Anadolu University Environmental 
Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
participates in activities such as language courses, citizen journalism, monitoring and reporting of rights 
violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.

#sendeanlat, a Twitter campaign that made sexual harassment visible in Turkey with over one million tweets in 
a week. She moved to the UK in 2019, and now has a bilingual podcast about alternative dispute resolution, 
mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Stefanie Lemke 

A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
She completed a PhD at Oxford, London and Cologne Universities and was trained as a judge, a prosecutor 
and a criminal defence lawyer in Germany, litigating high-profile cases before international human rights bodies 
and the International Criminal Court. She was commissioned to draft Europe's first guidelines on legal aid for 
the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
Parliament in 2019. Duygun still works as a faculty member in the Department of Constitutional Law at Izmir 
Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.

Dr. Kasım Akbaş

Kasım Akbaş completed his undergraduate education at Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2001. He carried 
out his master’s and doctoral studies at Anadolu University and started to work as a research assistant in the 
Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
the sociology of law, philosophy of law, state and legal theory, and human rights. He is experienced in 
teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.

Atty.  Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu

Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
Linköping University REMESO (Division of Migration, Ethnicity, and Society) with the TÜBITAK 2219 
scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Law.

Yasemin Öz 

Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
European Parliament in 2018. 

She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
charges for 24 years. She joined ECSOL (European Commission on Sexual Orientation Law) in 2010 as 
Turkey’s representative. She was a member of UN Women ECACSAG (Europe and Central Asia Civil Society 
Advisory Group) between 2015-2019 and selected to UN Women LGBTI+ Informal Reference Group in 2017.

She has many research studies articles and publications on human rights published nationally and internationally. 

Marc Willers KC

Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
board member of the European Roma Rights Centre. You can follow Marc on twitter @mwillersqc and his full 
profile can be viewed at https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/barristers/marc-willers-kc/sao

Dr. Damjan Tatic 

Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2017 and 2018. Damjan Tatic is legal expert of National Union 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Sever

Dilşad Çiğdem Sever graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2002. She worked as a lawyer for a 
while and in 2005 she started to work as a research assistant in the Department of Administrative Law of the 
Public Administration and Political Science Department, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ankara University. In 
2007, Sever started to work as a lecturer in the Department of Administrative Law at Atılım University Faculty 
of Law; in 2013, she assumed the title of doctor and in 2021, she became an associate professor. Sever, who 
works on administrative law with a human rights-centred perspective, also carries out studies in the field of 
law and gender. Apart from her academic activities, she is also a member of the board of directors of the 
Association for Monitoring Equal Rights and a member of the executive committee of the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations Lawyers' Rights Centre. 

Róisín Pillay

Róisín Pillay is Director of the Europe and Central Asia Regional Programme at the International Commission 
of Jurists, where she leads the ICJ’s work to advance the protection of human rights and the rule of law 
across the region. She has worked extensively on issues of judicial independence and the rule of law, on 
protection of human rights in migration, and on human rights in security and counter-terrorism,.  Róisín 
previously worked for the Irish Law Reform Commission, for JUSTICE, the British section of the ICJ, and as an 
advisor to the UK Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, before joining the ICJ in 2006. She 
studied law at Trinity College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge and qualified as a barrister in Ireland. 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ulaş Karan  

He completed his undergraduate education at Marmara University Faculty of Law, and received a master’s 
degree in human rights law and a PhD degree in public law. He has been a member of the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research Center since 2005 and a faculty member in the Constitutional Law 
Department of the Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Law since 2012. His researches and studies mainly 
focused on constitutional law and human rights, particularly on equality and discrimination, hate speech and 
hate crimes, freedoms of expression, association and assembly, individual application procedure and human 
trafficking. He’s also the author or co-author of books, articles and reports in related areas. He is currently a 
member of the European Network of Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-discrimination, Berkeley 
Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law, Council of Europe Conference of INGOs Expert 
Council on NGO Law and Istanbul Bar Association.

Dr. Betül Durmuş

Betül Durmuş is currently a research and teaching assistant in public international law at Koç University Law 
School and a human rights law reporter for Oxford University Press. She has recently received her PhD degree 
in public law from Koç University with her thesis: “International Human Rights Law and the Child's Upbringing: 
Reconciling Children's Rights, Parental Control Rights and State Interests.” Prior to that, she had her LLM 
degree in public law from Koç University in 2016 and BA degree in law from Bilkent University in 2013. As a 
PhD researcher, she worked for research projects on the right to individual application to Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the effects of international human rights law on other branches of public international law, judicial 
self-governance in Turkey and the impact of the UN human rights treaties in Turkey. Her research interests lie 
in comparative international human rights law, international children’s rights law, the United Nations human 
rights mechanisms and Turkey’s relationship with international human rights organs.

Atty. Aynur Tuncel Yazgan

Aynur Tuncel Yazgan, who graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 1984, has been working as a 
self-employed lawyer since 1985. She is the founder of the Istanbul Bar Association's Child Rights Center and 
the CMK Implementation (Assignment of Public Defender) Service. Tuncel Yazgan, who has served as the 
chairperson of the Street Children Foundation Board of Directors and Istanbul Bar Association Fair Trial Follow-up 
Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.



Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
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Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
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Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
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violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.
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mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.
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A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
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the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
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Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.
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Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
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teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.
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Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
Linköping University REMESO (Division of Migration, Ethnicity, and Society) with the TÜBITAK 2219 
scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Law.

Yasemin Öz 

Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
European Parliament in 2018. 

She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
charges for 24 years. She joined ECSOL (European Commission on Sexual Orientation Law) in 2010 as 
Turkey’s representative. She was a member of UN Women ECACSAG (Europe and Central Asia Civil Society 
Advisory Group) between 2015-2019 and selected to UN Women LGBTI+ Informal Reference Group in 2017.

She has many research studies articles and publications on human rights published nationally and internationally. 

Marc Willers KC

Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
board member of the European Roma Rights Centre. You can follow Marc on twitter @mwillersqc and his full 
profile can be viewed at https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/barristers/marc-willers-kc/sao

Dr. Damjan Tatic 

Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2017 and 2018. Damjan Tatic is legal expert of National Union 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Sever

Dilşad Çiğdem Sever graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2002. She worked as a lawyer for a 
while and in 2005 she started to work as a research assistant in the Department of Administrative Law of the 
Public Administration and Political Science Department, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ankara University. In 
2007, Sever started to work as a lecturer in the Department of Administrative Law at Atılım University Faculty 
of Law; in 2013, she assumed the title of doctor and in 2021, she became an associate professor. Sever, who 
works on administrative law with a human rights-centred perspective, also carries out studies in the field of 
law and gender. Apart from her academic activities, she is also a member of the board of directors of the 
Association for Monitoring Equal Rights and a member of the executive committee of the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations Lawyers' Rights Centre. 

Róisín Pillay

Róisín Pillay is Director of the Europe and Central Asia Regional Programme at the International Commission 
of Jurists, where she leads the ICJ’s work to advance the protection of human rights and the rule of law 
across the region. She has worked extensively on issues of judicial independence and the rule of law, on 
protection of human rights in migration, and on human rights in security and counter-terrorism,.  Róisín 
previously worked for the Irish Law Reform Commission, for JUSTICE, the British section of the ICJ, and as an 
advisor to the UK Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, before joining the ICJ in 2006. She 
studied law at Trinity College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge and qualified as a barrister in Ireland. 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ulaş Karan  

He completed his undergraduate education at Marmara University Faculty of Law, and received a master’s 
degree in human rights law and a PhD degree in public law. He has been a member of the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research Center since 2005 and a faculty member in the Constitutional Law 
Department of the Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Law since 2012. His researches and studies mainly 
focused on constitutional law and human rights, particularly on equality and discrimination, hate speech and 
hate crimes, freedoms of expression, association and assembly, individual application procedure and human 
trafficking. He’s also the author or co-author of books, articles and reports in related areas. He is currently a 
member of the European Network of Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-discrimination, Berkeley 
Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law, Council of Europe Conference of INGOs Expert 
Council on NGO Law and Istanbul Bar Association.

Dr. Betül Durmuş

Betül Durmuş is currently a research and teaching assistant in public international law at Koç University Law 
School and a human rights law reporter for Oxford University Press. She has recently received her PhD degree 
in public law from Koç University with her thesis: “International Human Rights Law and the Child's Upbringing: 
Reconciling Children's Rights, Parental Control Rights and State Interests.” Prior to that, she had her LLM 
degree in public law from Koç University in 2016 and BA degree in law from Bilkent University in 2013. As a 
PhD researcher, she worked for research projects on the right to individual application to Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the effects of international human rights law on other branches of public international law, judicial 
self-governance in Turkey and the impact of the UN human rights treaties in Turkey. Her research interests lie 
in comparative international human rights law, international children’s rights law, the United Nations human 
rights mechanisms and Turkey’s relationship with international human rights organs.

Atty. Aynur Tuncel Yazgan

Aynur Tuncel Yazgan, who graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 1984, has been working as a 
self-employed lawyer since 1985. She is the founder of the Istanbul Bar Association's Child Rights Center and 
the CMK Implementation (Assignment of Public Defender) Service. Tuncel Yazgan, who has served as the 
chairperson of the Street Children Foundation Board of Directors and Istanbul Bar Association Fair Trial Follow-up 
Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.



Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
Groups Coordination Secretary for two years between 1998-2000.

Atty. Nahit Eren

Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
Diyarbakır Bar Association, and served as the vice president of Diyarbakır Bar Association during the 
presidency of Tahir Elçi betweeen 2012-2014. He was a board member between 2016-2018. He has been the 
President of Diyarbakir Bar Association since April 11, 2021 and is still a member of the advisory board at 
Tahir Elçi Human Rights Foundation.

Dr. Ozan Devrim Yay

Ozan Devrim Yay carries out his activities in Eskişehir, Life Memory Freedom Association and Eskişehir School 
Solidarity and Research Association. He was working as a lecturer at Anadolu University Environmental 
Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
participates in activities such as language courses, citizen journalism, monitoring and reporting of rights 
violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.

#sendeanlat, a Twitter campaign that made sexual harassment visible in Turkey with over one million tweets in 
a week. She moved to the UK in 2019, and now has a bilingual podcast about alternative dispute resolution, 
mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Stefanie Lemke 

A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
She completed a PhD at Oxford, London and Cologne Universities and was trained as a judge, a prosecutor 
and a criminal defence lawyer in Germany, litigating high-profile cases before international human rights bodies 
and the International Criminal Court. She was commissioned to draft Europe's first guidelines on legal aid for 
the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
Parliament in 2019. Duygun still works as a faculty member in the Department of Constitutional Law at Izmir 
Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.

Dr. Kasım Akbaş

Kasım Akbaş completed his undergraduate education at Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2001. He carried 
out his master’s and doctoral studies at Anadolu University and started to work as a research assistant in the 
Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
the sociology of law, philosophy of law, state and legal theory, and human rights. He is experienced in 
teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.

Atty.  Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu

Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
Linköping University REMESO (Division of Migration, Ethnicity, and Society) with the TÜBITAK 2219 
scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Law.

Yasemin Öz 

Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
European Parliament in 2018. 

She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
charges for 24 years. She joined ECSOL (European Commission on Sexual Orientation Law) in 2010 as 
Turkey’s representative. She was a member of UN Women ECACSAG (Europe and Central Asia Civil Society 
Advisory Group) between 2015-2019 and selected to UN Women LGBTI+ Informal Reference Group in 2017.

She has many research studies articles and publications on human rights published nationally and internationally. 

Marc Willers KC

Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
board member of the European Roma Rights Centre. You can follow Marc on twitter @mwillersqc and his full 
profile can be viewed at https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/barristers/marc-willers-kc/sao

Dr. Damjan Tatic 

Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2017 and 2018. Damjan Tatic is legal expert of National Union 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Sever

Dilşad Çiğdem Sever graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2002. She worked as a lawyer for a 
while and in 2005 she started to work as a research assistant in the Department of Administrative Law of the 
Public Administration and Political Science Department, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ankara University. In 
2007, Sever started to work as a lecturer in the Department of Administrative Law at Atılım University Faculty 
of Law; in 2013, she assumed the title of doctor and in 2021, she became an associate professor. Sever, who 
works on administrative law with a human rights-centred perspective, also carries out studies in the field of 
law and gender. Apart from her academic activities, she is also a member of the board of directors of the 
Association for Monitoring Equal Rights and a member of the executive committee of the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations Lawyers' Rights Centre. 

Róisín Pillay

Róisín Pillay is Director of the Europe and Central Asia Regional Programme at the International Commission 
of Jurists, where she leads the ICJ’s work to advance the protection of human rights and the rule of law 
across the region. She has worked extensively on issues of judicial independence and the rule of law, on 
protection of human rights in migration, and on human rights in security and counter-terrorism,.  Róisín 
previously worked for the Irish Law Reform Commission, for JUSTICE, the British section of the ICJ, and as an 
advisor to the UK Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, before joining the ICJ in 2006. She 
studied law at Trinity College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge and qualified as a barrister in Ireland. 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ulaş Karan  

He completed his undergraduate education at Marmara University Faculty of Law, and received a master’s 
degree in human rights law and a PhD degree in public law. He has been a member of the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research Center since 2005 and a faculty member in the Constitutional Law 
Department of the Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Law since 2012. His researches and studies mainly 
focused on constitutional law and human rights, particularly on equality and discrimination, hate speech and 
hate crimes, freedoms of expression, association and assembly, individual application procedure and human 
trafficking. He’s also the author or co-author of books, articles and reports in related areas. He is currently a 
member of the European Network of Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-discrimination, Berkeley 
Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law, Council of Europe Conference of INGOs Expert 
Council on NGO Law and Istanbul Bar Association.

Dr. Betül Durmuş

Betül Durmuş is currently a research and teaching assistant in public international law at Koç University Law 
School and a human rights law reporter for Oxford University Press. She has recently received her PhD degree 
in public law from Koç University with her thesis: “International Human Rights Law and the Child's Upbringing: 
Reconciling Children's Rights, Parental Control Rights and State Interests.” Prior to that, she had her LLM 
degree in public law from Koç University in 2016 and BA degree in law from Bilkent University in 2013. As a 
PhD researcher, she worked for research projects on the right to individual application to Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the effects of international human rights law on other branches of public international law, judicial 
self-governance in Turkey and the impact of the UN human rights treaties in Turkey. Her research interests lie 
in comparative international human rights law, international children’s rights law, the United Nations human 
rights mechanisms and Turkey’s relationship with international human rights organs.

Atty. Aynur Tuncel Yazgan

Aynur Tuncel Yazgan, who graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 1984, has been working as a 
self-employed lawyer since 1985. She is the founder of the Istanbul Bar Association's Child Rights Center and 
the CMK Implementation (Assignment of Public Defender) Service. Tuncel Yazgan, who has served as the 
chairperson of the Street Children Foundation Board of Directors and Istanbul Bar Association Fair Trial Follow-up 
Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.



Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
Groups Coordination Secretary for two years between 1998-2000.

Atty. Nahit Eren

Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
Diyarbakır Bar Association, and served as the vice president of Diyarbakır Bar Association during the 
presidency of Tahir Elçi betweeen 2012-2014. He was a board member between 2016-2018. He has been the 
President of Diyarbakir Bar Association since April 11, 2021 and is still a member of the advisory board at 
Tahir Elçi Human Rights Foundation.

Dr. Ozan Devrim Yay

Ozan Devrim Yay carries out his activities in Eskişehir, Life Memory Freedom Association and Eskişehir School 
Solidarity and Research Association. He was working as a lecturer at Anadolu University Environmental 
Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
participates in activities such as language courses, citizen journalism, monitoring and reporting of rights 
violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.

#sendeanlat, a Twitter campaign that made sexual harassment visible in Turkey with over one million tweets in 
a week. She moved to the UK in 2019, and now has a bilingual podcast about alternative dispute resolution, 
mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Stefanie Lemke 

A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
She completed a PhD at Oxford, London and Cologne Universities and was trained as a judge, a prosecutor 
and a criminal defence lawyer in Germany, litigating high-profile cases before international human rights bodies 
and the International Criminal Court. She was commissioned to draft Europe's first guidelines on legal aid for 
the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
Parliament in 2019. Duygun still works as a faculty member in the Department of Constitutional Law at Izmir 
Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.

Dr. Kasım Akbaş

Kasım Akbaş completed his undergraduate education at Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2001. He carried 
out his master’s and doctoral studies at Anadolu University and started to work as a research assistant in the 
Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
the sociology of law, philosophy of law, state and legal theory, and human rights. He is experienced in 
teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.

Atty.  Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu

Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
Linköping University REMESO (Division of Migration, Ethnicity, and Society) with the TÜBITAK 2219 
scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Law.

Yasemin Öz 

Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
European Parliament in 2018. 

She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
charges for 24 years. She joined ECSOL (European Commission on Sexual Orientation Law) in 2010 as 
Turkey’s representative. She was a member of UN Women ECACSAG (Europe and Central Asia Civil Society 
Advisory Group) between 2015-2019 and selected to UN Women LGBTI+ Informal Reference Group in 2017.

She has many research studies articles and publications on human rights published nationally and internationally. 

Marc Willers KC

Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
board member of the European Roma Rights Centre. You can follow Marc on twitter @mwillersqc and his full 
profile can be viewed at https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/barristers/marc-willers-kc/sao

Dr. Damjan Tatic 

Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2017 and 2018. Damjan Tatic is legal expert of National Union 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Sever

Dilşad Çiğdem Sever graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2002. She worked as a lawyer for a 
while and in 2005 she started to work as a research assistant in the Department of Administrative Law of the 
Public Administration and Political Science Department, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ankara University. In 
2007, Sever started to work as a lecturer in the Department of Administrative Law at Atılım University Faculty 
of Law; in 2013, she assumed the title of doctor and in 2021, she became an associate professor. Sever, who 
works on administrative law with a human rights-centred perspective, also carries out studies in the field of 
law and gender. Apart from her academic activities, she is also a member of the board of directors of the 
Association for Monitoring Equal Rights and a member of the executive committee of the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations Lawyers' Rights Centre. 

Róisín Pillay

Róisín Pillay is Director of the Europe and Central Asia Regional Programme at the International Commission 
of Jurists, where she leads the ICJ’s work to advance the protection of human rights and the rule of law 
across the region. She has worked extensively on issues of judicial independence and the rule of law, on 
protection of human rights in migration, and on human rights in security and counter-terrorism,.  Róisín 
previously worked for the Irish Law Reform Commission, for JUSTICE, the British section of the ICJ, and as an 
advisor to the UK Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, before joining the ICJ in 2006. She 
studied law at Trinity College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge and qualified as a barrister in Ireland. 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ulaş Karan  

He completed his undergraduate education at Marmara University Faculty of Law, and received a master’s 
degree in human rights law and a PhD degree in public law. He has been a member of the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research Center since 2005 and a faculty member in the Constitutional Law 
Department of the Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Law since 2012. His researches and studies mainly 
focused on constitutional law and human rights, particularly on equality and discrimination, hate speech and 
hate crimes, freedoms of expression, association and assembly, individual application procedure and human 
trafficking. He’s also the author or co-author of books, articles and reports in related areas. He is currently a 
member of the European Network of Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-discrimination, Berkeley 
Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law, Council of Europe Conference of INGOs Expert 
Council on NGO Law and Istanbul Bar Association.

Dr. Betül Durmuş

Betül Durmuş is currently a research and teaching assistant in public international law at Koç University Law 
School and a human rights law reporter for Oxford University Press. She has recently received her PhD degree 
in public law from Koç University with her thesis: “International Human Rights Law and the Child's Upbringing: 
Reconciling Children's Rights, Parental Control Rights and State Interests.” Prior to that, she had her LLM 
degree in public law from Koç University in 2016 and BA degree in law from Bilkent University in 2013. As a 
PhD researcher, she worked for research projects on the right to individual application to Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the effects of international human rights law on other branches of public international law, judicial 
self-governance in Turkey and the impact of the UN human rights treaties in Turkey. Her research interests lie 
in comparative international human rights law, international children’s rights law, the United Nations human 
rights mechanisms and Turkey’s relationship with international human rights organs.

Atty. Aynur Tuncel Yazgan

Aynur Tuncel Yazgan, who graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 1984, has been working as a 
self-employed lawyer since 1985. She is the founder of the Istanbul Bar Association's Child Rights Center and 
the CMK Implementation (Assignment of Public Defender) Service. Tuncel Yazgan, who has served as the 
chairperson of the Street Children Foundation Board of Directors and Istanbul Bar Association Fair Trial Follow-up 
Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.



Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
Groups Coordination Secretary for two years between 1998-2000.

Atty. Nahit Eren

Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
Diyarbakır Bar Association, and served as the vice president of Diyarbakır Bar Association during the 
presidency of Tahir Elçi betweeen 2012-2014. He was a board member between 2016-2018. He has been the 
President of Diyarbakir Bar Association since April 11, 2021 and is still a member of the advisory board at 
Tahir Elçi Human Rights Foundation.

Dr. Ozan Devrim Yay

Ozan Devrim Yay carries out his activities in Eskişehir, Life Memory Freedom Association and Eskişehir School 
Solidarity and Research Association. He was working as a lecturer at Anadolu University Environmental 
Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
participates in activities such as language courses, citizen journalism, monitoring and reporting of rights 
violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.

#sendeanlat, a Twitter campaign that made sexual harassment visible in Turkey with over one million tweets in 
a week. She moved to the UK in 2019, and now has a bilingual podcast about alternative dispute resolution, 
mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Stefanie Lemke 

A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
She completed a PhD at Oxford, London and Cologne Universities and was trained as a judge, a prosecutor 
and a criminal defence lawyer in Germany, litigating high-profile cases before international human rights bodies 
and the International Criminal Court. She was commissioned to draft Europe's first guidelines on legal aid for 
the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
Parliament in 2019. Duygun still works as a faculty member in the Department of Constitutional Law at Izmir 
Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.

Dr. Kasım Akbaş

Kasım Akbaş completed his undergraduate education at Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2001. He carried 
out his master’s and doctoral studies at Anadolu University and started to work as a research assistant in the 
Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
the sociology of law, philosophy of law, state and legal theory, and human rights. He is experienced in 
teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.

Atty.  Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu

Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
Linköping University REMESO (Division of Migration, Ethnicity, and Society) with the TÜBITAK 2219 
scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
Hacettepe University Faculty of Law.

Yasemin Öz 

Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
European Parliament in 2018. 

She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
charges for 24 years. She joined ECSOL (European Commission on Sexual Orientation Law) in 2010 as 
Turkey’s representative. She was a member of UN Women ECACSAG (Europe and Central Asia Civil Society 
Advisory Group) between 2015-2019 and selected to UN Women LGBTI+ Informal Reference Group in 2017.

She has many research studies articles and publications on human rights published nationally and internationally. 

Marc Willers KC

Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
board member of the European Roma Rights Centre. You can follow Marc on twitter @mwillersqc and his full 
profile can be viewed at https://www.gardencourtchambers.co.uk/barristers/marc-willers-kc/sao

Dr. Damjan Tatic 

Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2017 and 2018. Damjan Tatic is legal expert of National Union 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Sever

Dilşad Çiğdem Sever graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2002. She worked as a lawyer for a 
while and in 2005 she started to work as a research assistant in the Department of Administrative Law of the 
Public Administration and Political Science Department, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ankara University. In 
2007, Sever started to work as a lecturer in the Department of Administrative Law at Atılım University Faculty 
of Law; in 2013, she assumed the title of doctor and in 2021, she became an associate professor. Sever, who 
works on administrative law with a human rights-centred perspective, also carries out studies in the field of 
law and gender. Apart from her academic activities, she is also a member of the board of directors of the 
Association for Monitoring Equal Rights and a member of the executive committee of the Union of Turkish Bar 
Associations Lawyers' Rights Centre. 

Róisín Pillay

Róisín Pillay is Director of the Europe and Central Asia Regional Programme at the International Commission 
of Jurists, where she leads the ICJ’s work to advance the protection of human rights and the rule of law 
across the region. She has worked extensively on issues of judicial independence and the rule of law, on 
protection of human rights in migration, and on human rights in security and counter-terrorism,.  Róisín 
previously worked for the Irish Law Reform Commission, for JUSTICE, the British section of the ICJ, and as an 
advisor to the UK Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights, before joining the ICJ in 2006. She 
studied law at Trinity College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge and qualified as a barrister in Ireland. 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ulaş Karan  

He completed his undergraduate education at Marmara University Faculty of Law, and received a master’s 
degree in human rights law and a PhD degree in public law. He has been a member of the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research Center since 2005 and a faculty member in the Constitutional Law 
Department of the Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty of Law since 2012. His researches and studies mainly 
focused on constitutional law and human rights, particularly on equality and discrimination, hate speech and 
hate crimes, freedoms of expression, association and assembly, individual application procedure and human 
trafficking. He’s also the author or co-author of books, articles and reports in related areas. He is currently a 
member of the European Network of Legal Experts in Gender Equality and Non-discrimination, Berkeley 
Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law, Council of Europe Conference of INGOs Expert 
Council on NGO Law and Istanbul Bar Association.

Dr. Betül Durmuş

Betül Durmuş is currently a research and teaching assistant in public international law at Koç University Law 
School and a human rights law reporter for Oxford University Press. She has recently received her PhD degree 
in public law from Koç University with her thesis: “International Human Rights Law and the Child's Upbringing: 
Reconciling Children's Rights, Parental Control Rights and State Interests.” Prior to that, she had her LLM 
degree in public law from Koç University in 2016 and BA degree in law from Bilkent University in 2013. As a 
PhD researcher, she worked for research projects on the right to individual application to Turkish Constitutional 
Court, the effects of international human rights law on other branches of public international law, judicial 
self-governance in Turkey and the impact of the UN human rights treaties in Turkey. Her research interests lie 
in comparative international human rights law, international children’s rights law, the United Nations human 
rights mechanisms and Turkey’s relationship with international human rights organs.

Atty. Aynur Tuncel Yazgan

Aynur Tuncel Yazgan, who graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 1984, has been working as a 
self-employed lawyer since 1985. She is the founder of the Istanbul Bar Association's Child Rights Center and 
the CMK Implementation (Assignment of Public Defender) Service. Tuncel Yazgan, who has served as the 
chairperson of the Street Children Foundation Board of Directors and Istanbul Bar Association Fair Trial Follow-up 
Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.



Atty. Hasan Kemal Elban 

He has been working as a practising lawyer for 30 years since 1993. At least 25 years of that time, he spent 
defending victims who had their fundamental rights and freedoms violated. He represented the applicants in 
many cases before the ECtHR and the Constitutional Court. He also chaired the Human Rights Commission of 
the Istanbul Bar Association for a short time. Soon after establishing the Human Rights Centre of the same 
bar, he served as a member of the Executive Board and General Secretary for two terms. Since 2012, he has 
been practising as a lawyer registered with the Antalya Bar Association. He was also elected President of the 
Antalya Bar Association Human Rights Center in 2014. He has held this position ever since.
Before the official establishment of Amnesty International's Turkey Branch, he had also served as the Turkey 
Groups Coordination Secretary for two years between 1998-2000.

Atty. Nahit Eren

Born in the Kulp district of Diyarbakır in 1978, Nahit Eren completed his primary, secondary and high school 
education in Kulp. He graduated from Istanbul University Faculty of Law in 2000. Eren, who has been working 
as a self-employed lawyer in Diyarbakır since 2001, worked in the field of children's rights and human rights in 
Diyarbakır Bar Association, and served as the vice president of Diyarbakır Bar Association during the 
presidency of Tahir Elçi betweeen 2012-2014. He was a board member between 2016-2018. He has been the 
President of Diyarbakir Bar Association since April 11, 2021 and is still a member of the advisory board at 
Tahir Elçi Human Rights Foundation.

Dr. Ozan Devrim Yay

Ozan Devrim Yay carries out his activities in Eskişehir, Life Memory Freedom Association and Eskişehir School 
Solidarity and Research Association. He was working as a lecturer at Anadolu University Environmental 
Engineering Department until he was dismissed from public service with the Statutory Decree No. 686. He 
participates in activities such as language courses, citizen journalism, monitoring and reporting of rights 
violations, trial monitoring and reporting as part of Life Memory Freedom Association's activities. He 
represents the association in the Human Rights Defenders Solidarity Network and Language Rights Monitoring 
Documentation and Reporting Network of which the association is a component of.

#sendeanlat, a Twitter campaign that made sexual harassment visible in Turkey with over one million tweets in 
a week. She moved to the UK in 2019, and now has a bilingual podcast about alternative dispute resolution, 
mediation and negotiation in Turkish and English (https://soundcloud.com/anlasabiliriz). She is currently a 
visiting fellow at European Institute at London School of Economics and Political Science.

Dr. Stefanie Lemke 

A socio-legal scholar and a lawyer by training, Dr Stefanie Lemke has worked, for more than 15 years, in the 
areas of access to justice and legal profession reform with governments, leading universities, prominent 
NGOs, commercial law firms and international organizations across Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America. Currently, she serves as a legal aid specialist for the United Nations Development Programme. 
She completed a PhD at Oxford, London and Cologne Universities and was trained as a judge, a prosecutor 
and a criminal defence lawyer in Germany, litigating high-profile cases before international human rights bodies 
and the International Criminal Court. She was commissioned to draft Europe's first guidelines on legal aid for 
the Council of Europe (which were approved by the Committee of Ministers in 2021) and has been appointed 
by the European Commission to several international expert committees promoting access to justice and 
judicial cooperation. Her latest book "Human Rights Lawyering in Europa", published in 2020, investigates the 
relationship between affordable access to justice and the provision of legal services to disadvantaged groups. 

Dr. Ahmet Mert Duygun

Ahmet Mert Duygun graduated from Istanbul Commerce University Faculty of Law in 2011. Duygun received 
his master's degree in German Law (Deutsches Recht) from Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelm Bonn University in 
2012 with his master's thesis titled "Audit of Parliamentary Elections in Turkish-German Law". Duygun earned 
the title of doctor of law (Dr. iur) in 2018 with his doctoral thesis titled "The Semi-Presidential System in the 
Weimar Republic in Comparison with Today's Turkish Government System" at the same university. After his 
doctorate, Duygun did post-doctoral research at the Federal German Parliament (Bundestag) and Humboldt 
University within the scope of the "International Parliamentary Scholarship" given by the Federal German 
Parliament in 2019. Duygun still works as a faculty member in the Department of Constitutional Law at Izmir 
Bakırçay University, Faculty of Law.

Dr. Kasım Akbaş

Kasım Akbaş completed his undergraduate education at Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2001. He carried 
out his master’s and doctoral studies at Anadolu University and started to work as a research assistant in the 
Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at the same university in 2001. His studies are focused on 
the sociology of law, philosophy of law, state and legal theory, and human rights. He is experienced in 
teaching human rights and especially clinical legal education. He has two books published with the title of 
Hukukun Büyübozumu [Demystification of Law] and Avukatlık Mesleğinin Ekonomi Politiği [Political Economy of 
the Profession of Law]. He wrote and published many articles and book chapters within his field of study. He 
contributed to the translation of many works into Turkish. He is also a co-writer of several books. He has 
presented numerous national and international papers at conferences. He also took part in the organizing 
and/or advisory boards of many national and international academic meetings. He is a member of the editorial 
board of Legal Theory and Praksis journals. He was awarded several law awards. He continues his studies as 
a lawyer and adviser to the President of Union of Turkish Bar Association ().

Atty. Jelle Klaas

Jelle Klaas is a Dutch human rights lawyer who has been litigating cases against discrimination and poverty for 
the past 20 years. In 2014 he started PILP (together with human rights NGO NJCM), to explore strategic 
litigation in the Dutch context. Since then, PILP has launched big cases against arms trade, racism and for the 
right to protest, the right to water and a lot of other topics. PILP works for communities, movements, NGOs, 
trade unions and others that try to improve human rights.

Atty.  Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu

Rozerin Filinta Tellioğlu completed her law education at Çukurova University Faculty of Law in 2016 and has 
been working as a lawyer since 2017. She completed her master's degree by studying family law and 
especially property regime law in the Department of Private Law, and is currently continuing her doctoral 
education by working on civil law matters of asylum seekers. She has been working especially in asylum & 
refugee law for 3 years and has worked actively in various CSOs in this field in Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and Adana 
provinces. She is currently a legal advisor at the Adana office of the CARE International Humanitarian Association.

Dr. Mehmet Öçal

He was born on 24.03.1991 in Isparta. He completed his undergraduate education in Isparta Süleyman Demirel 
University, Department of Labor Economics and Industrial Relations in 2014. He completed the Isparta 
Süleyman Demirel University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations master's program in 2017, which he 
started in 2014, and was accepted to Pamukkale University Labor Economics and Industrial Relations 
doctorate program in the same year. He has completed his doctorate education as of 2022. He worked as a 
research assistant at Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University social work department between 2015-2022. Since 
May 2022, he has been working as an assistant professor in the social work department of Burdur Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy University. He continues his academic studies on increasing the welfare level of disadvantaged groups. 
He teaches human rights and social work, immigration and social work, labor and social security law courses.

Özge Kutlu Dönmez

Özge Kutlu Dönmez was born on 02.09.1995 in Burdur. In 2017, She graduated from Manisa Celal Bayar 
University, Department of Social Work, with an average of 3.68. She started Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 
University Social Work and Social Policy Master's Program in 2020 and She is still an active student in the 
program. Between 2018 and 2019, She worked as a social worker at Ege Hayat Care and Rehabilitation 
Center, which provides care for individuals with mental disabilities. She has been working as a Social Worker 
in Burdur Provincial Health Directorate since 2019. She is continuing my professional work on the provision of 
rights-based social work practices for substance addicts and their families. Academically, she is working on 
improving the welfare of different disadvantaged groups, especially the elderly and substance addicts, and 
protecting their rights.

Ezgi Özlü

Ezgi Özlü is a Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg (Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution) and a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Strasbourg. Her research focuses on how the 
European Court of Human Rights’ practice on procedural costs affects the nature of cases brought before its 
premises. Before joining the Max Planck Institute, she worked as a Consultant at the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments at the European Court of Human Rights and as a Research and Teaching Assistant in 
constitutional law. Admitted to Istanbul Bar, she holds a Law degree and two LLM’s, one in Public Law and the 
other in Human Rights Law.

Dr. Kıvılcım Turanlı 

Kıvılcım Turanlı worked at Anadolu University. She taught human rights and gender classes at the university. 
She has been providing training for experts and trainers in the field of legal clinics. She also provided rights 
based trainings at universities and various civil society organizations with interactive methods. She has written 
reports for various CSOs and prepared impact assessment reports. She has translated legal articles and 
monographs. 

Dr. İdil Elveriş

Idil Elveris is an attorney admitted to practice in New York and has a PhD in Political Science. She pioneered 
legal clinics in Turkey at Istanbul Bilgi University and established a pro bono network that brought together law 
firms and NGOs. She became a mediator in 2005 and taught mediation. She created the hashtag of 

of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia and disability activist working with number of Serbian DPO’s. 
Furthermore, he was consultant with UNDP, UNICEF, ILO, OESC and Council of Europe. Mr. Tatic has a 
master’s degree in international public law from the University of Belgrade, and a Ph.D. on the protection of 
human rights of persons with disabilities at the Faculty of Political Sciences, Department for International 
Affairs at the University of Belgrade. He is a guest lecturer at the Legal Clinic at Faculty of Law of University of 
Belgrade. Mr. Tatic published several books and over 30 essays, lectured at seminars and conferences at 
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Universidad Carlos 3. in Madrid, European Rights Academy in Trier, 
University of Basel, Judiciary Academy of the Czech Republic in Prague, Judiciary Academy of Turkey in 
Ankara, in Austria, Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Finland, France, FRY 
Macedonia, Georgia, Malta, Latvia, Poland, Spain, Turkey and the US.

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj 

Dr. Julinda Beqiraj is Maurice Wohl Senior Research Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for the 
Rule of Law (British Institute of International and Comparative Law - BIICL). At the Bingham Centre she leads 
and develops the research and events programme in European law, including trade and human rights issues, 
and publishes high quality research for the Institute in these areas. She also contributes to the Bingham 
Centre’s work on Access to Justice and has worked extensively on Rule of Law and Access to Justice issues 
for vulnerable groups, including in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

She holds a Master’s Degree in International Affairs from the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan 
and a PhD from the School of International Studies (Trento, Italy). Prior to joining the Bingham Centre in 2014, 
she worked for several years as research fellow and lecturer in international law at the University of Trento, 
lecturing courses on WTO law and international and EU law. 

Dr. Beqiraj’s research interests cover international economic law, international migration and human rights’ 
protection, including with an EU focus, and the rule of law and development.

Prof. Dr.  Gráinne McKeever

Gráinne McKeever is a Professor of Law and Social Justice, and Co-Director of the Ulster University Law 
Clinic. Gráinne’s research has examined the interplay between social justice and administrative justice, 
focusing on participation in court and tribunal processes; comparative processes of legal decision making in 
administrative and public law systems and the access to justice implications that arise, particularly for litigants 
in person; and the impact of social security measures across a broad range of issues. Gráinne has been 
awarded over £1million in grant income from the British Academy, the Nuffield Foundation and other funders, 
predominantly for empirical research on access to justice. She is the Joint Editor for the Journal of Social 
Security Law, a member of the UK's Social Security Advisory Committee, and a member of the UK 
Administrative Justice Institute. Gráinne is also a former Chair and Executive Director of Law Centre (NI).

Dr. Timuçin Köprülü

Timuçin Köprülü graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1998. He started working as a research 
assistant at the same faculty. He completed his master's degree in 2001 and his doctorate in 2008. He gave 
full-time or part-time lectures at Uludağ University, Eastern Mediterranean University, TOBB ETU, Near East 
University, Girne University and Bilgi University. He is currently a faculty member at Atılım University Faculty of 
Law, Department of Criminal and Criminal Procedure Law.

Atty. Ali Kahraman

Ali Kahraman, who graduated from Anadolu University Faculty of Law in 2012, has been actively working as a lawyer 
in Mardin since 2013, registered with the Mardin Bar Association. Since 19.08.2020, he has been carrying out Legal 
Counseling, Legal Information Sessions, Individual Protection, Case Follow-up, Protection Monitoring and Advocacy 
activities as a lawyer in Mardin within the body of Support to Life Association. He works in human rights, children's 
rights and refugee rights commissions within the body of Mardin Bar Association and has been on the board of 
directors of Mardin Bar Association as the Secretary General of Mardin Bar Association since 7 October 2022.

Dr. Neva Övünç Öztürk

Neva Övünç Öztürk is a graduate of Ankara University Faculty of Law. She obtained her LLM and Ph.D. from 
Ankara University Social Sciences Institute. Her Ph.D. thesis addresses “Refugee Status Determination within 
the Framework of International Protection”. Dr. Öztürk conducted a significant part of her doctoral studies at 
Queen Mary, University of London as a Jean Monnet scholar. She has contributed to several projects and 
trainings conducted by national and international organizations and has presented papers in several 
international and national conferences regarding immigration law and refugee law. Her publications and 
research mainly focus on immigration and refugee law as well, and she is currently working as an academic 
member of Ankara University Faculty of Law, Private International Law Department.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Duygu Hatipoğlu Aydın

After graduating from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 2003, she worked as an attorney at law in
Ankara for seven years. She completed her master's and doctorate studies at Ankara University Graduate 
School of Social Sciences. She held her Ph.D. in 2018 at the department of public law (philosophy and 
sociology of law) with a thesis about the legal experiences of workers in Turkey. She is interested in the 
philosophy and sociology of law, especially in the relationship between law and society, the legal experiences 
and consciousness of various groups, law and gender, and cyber law. She is also a visiting researcher at 
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scholarship to conduct postdoctoral research titled "Legal Experiences of Turkish Immigrant Women Living in 
Sweden." She works as an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology of Law at 
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Yasemin Öz graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Law in 1997. She has been a human rights 
lawyer/defender, feminist and LGBTI+ activist for 27 years. She actively works with LGBTI+ organizations and 
women organizations dealing with domestic and sexual violence, trafficking and supporting women 
candidates. She received the Felipa de Souza Award of IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission-OutRight based in New York) in 2013. She was accepted to the Sakharov Fellowship of the 
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She is the co-founder and vice chair of Kaos Gay and Lesbian Cultural Researches and Solidarity Association 
(Kaos GL) founded in 1994, Ankara/Turkey and member of several feminist organizations in Turkey 
includingInternational Spokesperson of Justice for the Pınar Selek Committee since 2009. Pınar Selek is a 
feminist sociologist, writer, researcher and academician in Lyon University and being trialed for terrorism 
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Marc is a senior barrister and member of Garden Court Chambers in London and also a member of the Irish 
Bar. Marc specialises in planning and environmental law; public and administrative law; human rights and 
discrimination law, with a particular emphasis on the representation of Roma and Travellers. Marc is also a 
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Damjan Tatic served as an expert member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) from 2011 until 2019. He served as Vice- chairperson of the United Nations Committee on 
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Center, has given courses in-service training programs on the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure, Attorneyship Law 
and Child Rights Law  at Istanbul Bilgi University, Okan University and Bahçeşehir University at different times.


